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MEDIA ADVISORY

Frank Klees, MPP Oak Ridges asked the following question in the legislature today:
transit funding
Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): My question is to the Minister of Transportation. Minister, you will know that the first phase of the York Region Viva transit project is now complete, fully implemented, and we’re ready to move into phase two of that important project. Since May of this year—I asked you a question on May 18 about funding for phase two—repeated requests to your office and to you personally to get some indication of a commitment for funding for phase two have been met with silence. We are now at the point where this entire project is at risk, because York region needs your commitment for the $7.3 million.

Minister, I’m going ask you now, could you stand in your place and make this commitment to York Region so that they can get on with the planning for the important phase two of this project?

Hon. Harinder S. Takhar (Minister of Transpor​tation): I want to thank the member for asking me the question. I have been to York Region about three or four times with regard to Viva announcements, and I’m very proud of the work they have done. They have done some excellent work.

Let me just say what our government has done on the transit field. Our budget for transit is $800 million this year, which is a record investment that any government has ever made in transit. This is in addition to the gas tax money that we have promised to the municipalities. So we started with one cent; we are giving them one and a half cents this year, and we’ll go to two cents. So we are providing very stable funding to transit. I know the project that Viva has, even their second phase, is a very worthwhile project. I always said that we will look at the proposal they submit and we will work with them.

Mr. Klees: The minister has been looking at this project since May. That’s six months of looking. York Region now needs the commitment. It’s crunch time. I know gridlock isn’t important to the minister, because his party pays for airplanes to put important people like the Premier into, to move from Hamilton to Toronto—68 kilometres. People in York Region can’t get on an airplane to travel across the gridlock. We need transit. And so the question: Will you stop looking? You know what the project looks like. You’ve said it’s important and worthwhile.  York Region needs your commitment to fund phase 2, at $7.3 million. Would you tell me now, would you tell the people in York Region, when can they expect that commitment?

Hon. Mr. Takhar: Let me say this. The previous government never put any money into transit—never. The honourable member on the other side was also the Minister of Transportation. He was very much aware of what needed to be done in York. I would really like to know how much money he approved when he was a Minister of Transportation and what kind of commitments he had. Since then, we have funded the first phase and we are willing to work with them on the second phase. We have an $800-million investment that we are making that the previous government didn’t make.

Mr. Klees: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker: The minister is absolutely wrong in his response.
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